
For several years, two Boxers, Samson and 
Jasmine, were part of our household (Debbie 
wouldn’t let me name her Delilah!). Samson lived 
for about 9½ years and died last February. Jasmine 
is two years younger, but is in poor health and may 
not live as long as Samson did.

We recently decided to get another dog and so 
we got a puppy of 11 weeks, naming him Ajax 
(not after the cleaning product – after the Greek 
warrior in Homer’s Iliad!). Those who have had 
puppies understand perfectly that taking care of 
a puppy is like having another baby in the house. 
They require lots of attention and manifest many 
of the same traits as young children.

Amid some of the frustrations with the “puppy” in 
Ajax, there have been a number of amusing things 
happen. We are crate training him, meaning that 
we have to take him outside frequently in order to 
encourage him to “do his business” outside rather 
than inside (more information than you probably 
wanted). At any rate, we spend some time each day 
watching the lad to see if he “does his business.” 
He often doesn’t seem to understand why he is 
outside, obviously believing that we like to stand 
outside in the rain, dark, etc. and watch him play. 

Like a small child, his attention span is about 
three seconds long.

We have provided him with chew toys to 
discourage chewing on things of value to us 
and, as Samson did, he loves a thick, chew rope 
that we bought. We also discovered that he is 
fascinated by tennis balls and will not fail to 
chase one if it is thrown. If we fail to “play the 
game” or he has chased the ball and returned to 
the one who threw it, he walks around with the 
tennis ball in his mouth.

He has a problem though. Sometimes he just 
can’t decide which toy he wants more – the 
tennis ball or the rope. He will be walking with 
the tennis ball in his mouth and discover that 
his rope is lying nearby. He will sniff the rope, 
drop the tennis ball, and pick up the rope…but 
almost immediately it is as though he just now 
discovered that his tennis ball is lying there as 
well. He will drop the rope and grab the tennis 
ball. But wait! There’s my rope! He drops the 
tennis ball and…you get the picture. 
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Bible Challenge Question - Answer
During the seven years of famine in Egypt, the people of Egypt first bought grain from Joseph with 
their money and, the next year, traded their lifestock for grain. Finally, having nothing else left to 

trade for food, they offered Joseph their land and their lives (Genesis 47:13-19). Their land became 
Pharaoh’s and they became his servants. They would farm the land and Pharaoh would receive one-

fifth of their harvest (47:20-26).

Bobby Jones, the first real superstar in the 
game of golf, lost a major championship and 
nearly lost another by calling penalties on 
himself. Neither was seen by anyone else; one 
of them wasn’t even seen very well by Jones 
himself and may not have happened at all. 
Still he felt compelled to add an extra stroke 
to both scorecards. When the subject came up 
in an interview, he refused to claim it as any 
sort of badge of honor. “There is absolutely 
nothing to talk about,” he said, “and you are 
not to write about it. There is only one way to 
play this game.” 
 
That sort of uprightness would serve God’s 
people well in our efforts to play God’s game 
according to God’s rulebook. If we are truly 
servants of God, we will zealously protect 
God’s way, not just our participation in it. It is 
more important for God to be glorified than 
for us to be seen glorifying Him (and glorified 
ourselves for doing so). 
 

That means we must call fouls on ourselves 
— including, especially, on occasions when 
no one else sees them. Praise from men is 
neither our reward (Matthew 6:5) nor our 
assurance (1 Corinthians 4:3-4). And since 
God sees our fouls anyway, hiding them 
would seem pointless. 
 
Character has been defined as how you 
behave when no one is looking. That’s what 
moral uprightness is all about — being the 
right kind of person simply because that’s 
what God wants of you, what you want 
of yourself. Proven character comes from 
enduring he trials of this life, and it results in 
hope for the next (Romans 5:4). 
 
There is only one way to play this game. And 
that’s it.
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Continued on page 3

Uprightness
By Hal Hammons



“No one would have crossed the ocean if  he could have gotten off  
the ship in the storm.”

-- Charles Kettering

“The most powerful weapon on earth is the human soul on fire.”
-- Ferdinand Foch

Notable Quotables

Maybe when he gets older, his mouth will be large 
enough to easily grasp both the tennis ball AND 
the rope, but he has only managed it once for the 
present (that I saw). For the time being, he is a 
double-minded dog, only able to hold one toy 
in his mouth at once, but wanting both toys and 
unable to decide which one to keep in his mouth.

He reminds me of some people. Like Ajax, they 
can’t seem to decide what they really want in life. 
Intellectually they understand the importance of 
being a Christian and living a “self-controlled, 
upright, and godly life” in this present world (Titus 
2:11). Ostensibly they believe that, sometime in 
the future, Jesus will return and they need to be 
preparing themselves for that moment or the end 
of life. At the same time, however, they want to 
enjoy the sinful pleasures of the world. Like Ajax, 
they are double-minded, caught between two 
desires that are incompatible.

The apostle John wrote that it is impossible to 
love God and love the world at the same time. 
“If anyone loves the world, the love of the Father 

is not in him” (1 John 2:15b). Perhaps Ajax will 
eventually be able to grasp both toys, but we will 
never find a way to walk in darkness and have 
fellowship with God at the same time (1 John 1:5-
7).

James wrote extensively about the danger of 
being double-minded and likewise affirmed that 
“friendship with the world is enmity with God” 
and “whoever wishes to be a friend of the world 
makes himself an enemy of God” (4:4). We have 
to choose.

Jesus also taught that we must choose whom we 
will serve. “No one can serve two masters, for 
either he will hate the one and love the other, 
or he will be devoted to the one and despise the 
other” (Matthew 6:24a).

The most miserable people in the world are the 
double-minded, those who are trying to have 
two incompatible things at the same time. It is 
amusing to watch Ajax go from one toy to the 
other, but it is sad to watch people who cannot 
wholeheartedly decide to serve the Lord.

And he said to him, “You shall love the Lord 
your God with all your heart and with all your 
soul and with all your mind.
-- Matthew 22:37; ESV

What’s in your heart? 

Sermon Notes

The Power of Influence
By Allen Dvorak

Text:                                                  

Joash:
Son of                   
Grandson of                                        &                                    
Nephew of                                          
Cousin of                                             

Positive influence on Joash:                                      

Evil influence on Joash:                                                           

Handling Influence:
1.                                                                                                                      
2.                                                                                                                      
3.                                                                                                                      
4.                                                                                                                      
5.                                                                                                                      

Men surrounded by evil influences: N                    & L               

A king whose wives influenced him for evil:                                       

Make no                                  with a man given to                          , nor go 
with a wrathful man, lest you                               his ways and entangle 
yourself in a                              .

-- Proverbs            :24–25; ESV

What percentage of  their       
harvests did Pharaoh take    

from the people of  Egypt (after 
the people had sold their land  

to him)?
The answer to this question is on the back page.
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